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Topic: The rise and decline of Guangcai relating to heritage
preservation and revitalization

WAL « ZaERAPBERERF G- EFHERFEE - RAEFAREHEOZE
AR B P T A HESERAPEARE T EMEE G REY HH - BERFHZE10004E
FORMME - AIEREE S Zas B F Rz o B RE O & L THaE X MmeE i) L5, -
L‘éé%ﬁi%&%ﬁlﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ o AR MR R SR - AT B EE R R EIE LR TS
o

As one of China’s most special and distinctive works of art, Chinese ceramics have a tremendous
conservation value. From the Song dynasty to the Qing dynasty, massive amounts of Chinese
ceramics were exported to the West, becoming one of the most representative symbols of China and
its rich culture.

Many different styles of Chinese ceramics were developed throughout the centuries, with certain
regions specializing in specific styles. In Hong Kong, Guangcai (or Canton porcelain) held a promi-
nent position. Guangcai is known for its sharp colours, precise geometry and refined drawings that
portraying an array of Chinese folktales. At one point, there were more than 1,000 guangcai crafts-
men working in the city. However, it gradually declined due to competition from mainland China,
and the future of the trade is uncertain, as fewer and fewer skilled artisans remain.

This talk will delve into the history and development of Guangcai, including the conservation
aspects of this important art.
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Activity: Mr. Fan Hongbin will be demonstrating the painting of blue and white porcelain, as well as
introducing different Guangcai porcelain samples. Participants will be learning the techniques of
ceramic painting, and trying it first-hand.
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Room B4302 (talk) / B4701 (workshop), Yeung Kin Man Academic Building,
City University of Hong Kong, Tat Chee Avenue, Kowloon Tong
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https://ccschkceramics.wixsite.com/
handpaintedceramics/registration
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Mr. Fan Hongbin is a member of the Guangdong Artists
Association and the Dean of the Shenzhen Han Ming Tang
Chinese Painting Academy. He is currently the chairman of
the China Hong Kong Artists Association.

Mr. Fan often incorporates innovative elements into his ink
wash paintings that enhance modernism and cultural
conservation, celebrating the spirit of experimentation, and
achieving signifcant breakthroughs in his use of light and
color in a way that is rarely seen in traditional Chinese
painting.

His ceramics also emphasize innovation, with his creation
of new textures and the combination of medium. As a
renowned painter, ceramic artist, Mr. Fan has numerous
achievements, such as:

2007: The Fan Hongbin Art Museum was established by

2009-2015: Ceramic works won the Golden Award at the China
Arts and Crafts “Hundred Flowers Award” five times

2011: The painting “Flowering Season” won the golden medal at
the Guangzhou International Art Fair

2012: The Eighth China (Shenzhen) International Cultural
Industries Fair held a “Fan Hongbin painting and ceramics
special exhibition”



